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day, hearty, self-confident and smiling. Of his real quality,
however, it had little conception.
The platforms and campaigns of the two parties were
naturally at variance about the Depression. The Republicans,
following Hoover's lead, stressed its international roots,
while the liberal Democrats and Roosevelt pointed up its do-
mestic causes. Regarding its cure, their thoughts were also di-
vided. To the former, recovery was the summttm bonum and
reform secondary; the latter accepted recovery as important,
but demanded reform as an indispensable element for recov-
ery and insurance against another collapse, invoking old-age
and unemployment insurance, control of crop surpluses, more
federal credit to states for unemployment relief and reciprocal
trade agreements with other nations. "The removal of gov-
ernment from all fields of private enterprise'* was promised
''except where necessary to develop public works and natural
resources in the common interest."
Hoover still clung to his faith in the spirit of local self-
help, whether for recovery or relief—relief being generally
regarded as the most urgent of the three R's—and he believed
that all would eventually be well if the credit structure of
business continued to be underpropped by federal loans. He
also stood by the gold standard, so that "the dollar should
ring true on every counter in the world/' and upheld the
high tariff, solemnly warning that "the grass will grow in
streets of a hundred cities, a thousand towns; the weeds over-
run the fields of millions of farms if that protection is taken
away/* Republicans hailed a mild upsurge of improvement
in the late summer and early autumn of 1932, as the RFC
retarded the rate of bank failures, gold began to return to the
United States after its recent flight, the stock market rallied
and the business index climbed a little. But the average cit-
izen, looking at his meager pay envelope, the soup kitchens
and bread lines, felt hardly better and yearned for a change.
'Til tell you what our trouble is/* acknowledged Hoover to
his secretary on election eve. "We are opposed by six million

